
Sunday, February 7                            “HEALING THE WORLD THROUGH MUSIC”                  
                                                                   Cameron Powers and Kristina Sophia 
                                                                               Moderator:  Gloria Burr 
 

    Cameron and Kristina are American musicians capable of performing popular Arabic music 
which gives them a powerful tool both in the Arab world and in America for opening heart-level 
communications.  Come and be inspired by the power of their music as well as the stories of 
their experiences with the Arabic people. 
 
 

Sunday, February 14                                “ST. VALENTINE, TIGERS and U.U.?” 
                                                                          Ron Ruscillo and Carol Hart                                                                          

       Who was St. Valentine? Why is his day celebrated? Usually one thinks of “Hearts and 
Flowers” on Valentine’s Day, but like life, it had a long, complicated evolution. Today is also 
the first day of the Chinese New Year: the year of the Tiger!  Come to listen, participate, and 
hear the Onionaires sing. 
 
 

Sunday, February 21                        “SPIRITUALITY THROUGH MUSIC”                     Bryan McAllister                                                        
                                                            “Unitarian Universalism and Jazz” 
 

This Sunday, Bryan will discuss his personal journey in improvisational music and how it 
has shaped his life as a medium for spiritual expression and growth.  This inspirational worship 
service will be filled with music. 

  
 

Sunday, February 28                     “FAITH AND OUR FOUNDING FATHERS”                 Garry Klepser 
 

       Based on the book "Revolutionary Spirits" by Gary Kowalski we will consider the 
enlightened religious views of some of America's notable founding fathers.  
 

       The Onionaires will sing this morning. 
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Parents are invited to bring their children into the sanctuary for the beginning of the Sunday morning Service.   
After the opening time, the children may attend our Religious Exploration classes.  

 

 



 

 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Wednesday, February 17th at 7:30 PM 
VALLEY VESPERS AT THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF VERDUGO HILLS! 
Three times a year one of our Cluster congregations hosts a special evening worship service, in 
which readings, songs and reflections of our area ministers are woven together in support of our 
inter-congregational relationships and personal spiritual growth.    

The next Valley Vespers service will be held on Wednesday, February 17th at 7:30 PM, at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Verdugo Hills   
4451 Dunsmore Ave., La Crescenta, CA  91214.    

This service will explore various themes of Lent and Ash Wednesday.  
Invite your friends and neighbors, carpooling if you can,( Garry Klepser: 818-383-8379) and join us 
for this unique opportunity to rediscover the healing power of our wider circles of Unitarian 
Universalist Community!  (Note that children are welcome, but that no childcare will be provided for 
this service.) 
 

For more information contact your Cluster Representatives: 
Louise Klatt (661) 273-1068 or Garry Klepser  (818) 383-8379 
 
 
 

T O : M y b elov ed  com m u nity          
F R O M : K atie  A nderson , P residen t 
R E : O ur O n ion  
 

A s ex pected , 2010  has had  an  ex citing, jo yfu l sta rt.  A s I rep o rted  last m on th , it’s  
tim e to  b eg in  p rep arin g  the  p reschoo l facilities  fo r new  tenan ts , b eg inn in g  w ith  the  roof.  
A t the end  of 2009 , w e rece ived  an  anon ym ous donation  fo r ha lf the cost, w h ich  has 
in sp ired  som e m em b ers to  m atch  tha t donation .  W e are  nearly  there  and  the  roo f is  
nearly  p a id  fo r in  fu ll!  If  you  w ish  to  con trib u te  to  th is am az ing financial e ffo rt, it’s  no t 
too  la te!  C ontac t C raig  A nderson  and  h e’ll le t yo u  know  how .  T hank  you  to  those  
dono rs  w ho  so  generously began  th is  cam p aign .  W e are  p ro found ly g ra tefu l. 

A fter a  s ite  v is it to  ou r sanctuary, the  C u ltu ra l H eritage  C om m ission  unan im ously 
approved  the  nom ination  as  a  h is to ric-cu ltu ral m onum en t.  T he  app lica tion  is  m ov ing  
th rough  the D ep artm en t o f B u ild ing  and  L and  U se M anagem en t and  then  on  to  C ity 
C ouncil.  C ouncilm an  G reig  S m ith  p ledges h is  supp o rt!  W e shou ld  b e  ce lebra ting ou r 
new  sta tu s  as  a  L os A n ge les  landm ark  m onum en t a t the  N ostalg ia  P o tluck  and  S lideshow  
in  M arch . 

I am  p leased  to  in troduce  ou r m in isteria l S earch  C om m ittee , app o in ted  a t the  
January B oard  m eetin g: B ren t C o ffee , S ue  Johnson , M argare t K iever and  M arilyn  
M orton .  W hat a  team ! 

D on’t fo rget L eadersh ip  D a y on  F ebrua ry 27 th  from  9am -4p m  in  S an ta  P au la .  W e 
as  a  con gregation  are  a lread y reg istered  and  m an y B oard  m em bers a re  p lan n ing  to  a ttend .  
W e w ill carp oo l from  S U U S . T he w orkshops o ffered  include  B u ild in g  L ead ersh ip  
T eam s, C om m ittee  M eeting  B asics , C on gregational S ize  T ransitions, M em b ersh ip  
In teg ra tion  and  C on grega tional S ocia l Ju stice .  P lease  le t m e know  if you  w ish  to  com e 
a long  A S A P .  T here  is  n o  ind iv idual co st to  a ttend . 

C heck  the  ca lendar fo r th e  m an y ex citing ev en ts  in  F eb ru ary.  T h ere  are  
oppo rtun ities  to  deep en  you r fa ith , ra ise  you r aw areness and  lift you r sp irit!    

 
       C  U  @  S U U S   
 K a tie  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every Sunday  
  

Childcare – Supervised 
free play together 

Led by Layla Ismail 

 

Sunday, February 7  
 

Lighting Youth Chalice Ian Haraldson-Decker 
  

“Explorers” (youngest) “Me & My World” 
  

“Navigators” (middle) “UU Super Heroes” 
  

“Seekers” (oldest) “Amazing Grace” 
 

Sunday, February 14  
 

Lighting Youth Chalice Gabe Haraldson-Decker 
  

“Explorers” (youngest) “Me & My World” 
  

“Navigators” (middle) “UU Super Heroes” 
  

“Seekers” (oldest) “Amazing Grace” 
 

Sunday, February 21  
 

Lighting Youth Chalice Sophia Tindall 
  

“Explorers” (youngest) “Me & My World” 
  

“Navigators” (middle) “UU Super Heroes” 
  

“Seekers” (oldest) “Amazing Grace” 
 

Sunday, February 28  
 

Lighting Youth Chalice          Rebecca Klatt 

“Explorers” (youngest) “Me & My World” 
  

“Navigators” (middle) “UU Super Heroes” 
  

“Seekers” (oldest) “Amazing Grace”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUUS Religious Exploration Youth Program 
February 2009 

Greetings, 
As we continue on into our new year and new 
decade we’ve got lots of “new” going on in 
Religious Exploration; A new youth group for 
our teenage youth, a new Facebook page, and 
this month, a chance for our members to 
explore new opportunities to get involved 
with Religious Exploration. 
 
On January 10th, it was my great pleasure, to 
lead, along with Joanna Hanff, the first 
session of SUUS’s new youth group. A chance 
for UU teen’s to just be UU teens outside of 
the Sanctuary and Class, we will play games, 
ask questions, plan and enjoy activities, and 
speak our minds in an open but supportive 
environment. The group will meet one Sunday 
a month for one hour after the service. (And, 
yes, there will be food.) Our schedule will be 
up soon on Facebook and Onion calendars. 
 
This month we will be holding a special RE 
Teacher Development retreat, a time to 
focus on learning from and with one another, 
to plan, communicate and collaborate on ways 
to strengthen our Religious Exploration 
Program.  This is not only an opportunity for 
those already involved with RE classes or 
committee, but especially intended for 
involving NEW teachers, so if you’ve ever 
thought about teaching, there’s a place for 
you at the table. (e-mail Alex for more info: 
alex.bakerdre@gmail.com) 
 

Much Love, 
 

Alex Baker 
Director of Religious Exploration 



 
 

MODERATOR WORKSHOP 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010 from 1 PM TO 4 PM  - Onion Sanctuary 

 
This workshop is for those who have moderated services in the past AND those who have an 
interest in moderating in the future!  The Sunday Service Committee is constantly evaluating our 
services and making changes which they hope will enhance our worship together.  It is, therefore, 
important that we all stay up-to-date on the latest changes.  The workshop will cover much more 
then changes, however.  The following is a peek at the agenda:  history of worship, brain storming 
topics for services, practice with microphone, working in small groups on a mini-worship, 
evaluations, support, and we might throw in some fun – just for fun!  I must have a count as there 
will be materials to prepare, a list of suggested materials to bring, a form to fill out, and homework 
for attendees so please let Gloria Burr know if you plan to attend no later than February 15.   This 
is probably one of the most important kinds of work anyone can do for their religious community. 
818-890-2463 or globurr00@yahoo.com  
 
******************************************************************************** 
 
My Heart Is In the Mountains 
Camp deBenneville Pines February 12-15, 2010 
 
A Snowy Winter Weekend Camp for Elementary Children grades K-6.* 
Cost - $145.00 campers; $120.00 parents; $85.00 
younger siblings  (under age 3 free) 
Registration form available at www.uucamp.org 
 
For Campers in grades K-2, or those not ready to come to camp by themselves, they are 
invited to bring their parents. Parents may attend with the understanding if their child is in 
grades K-2, the parents will accompany them throughout the day and be their primary  
supervisor. If children are 3rd grade or older, and their parents come  with them, the parents 
will be expected to help out with activities. 
 

 

 
Celebrate Mid-Winter with Onion CUUPS  

Wednesday February 3rd at 6:30pm. This is the time where we fortify and strengthen ourselves for 
opportunities that life brings us as the year moves on. 

 
We will be teaching you how to make a beeswax candle and discussing the history of the Brigid 
flame, passed from its home in a shrine in Ireland all the way to Southern California. Participants 

will also be discussing the significance of the flame in worship. 
 

As part of our own chiminage for bringing the flame forward, we will be bringing -- and we ask 
participants to bring -- some donations for the North Valley Caring Services, who serve families in 

crisis in this region. If you can, please bring a candle holder as well (votive size works well). 
Beeswax, of course, is always appreciated. 

 For more info contact Louise Klatt (661) 273-1068    louisepell@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ONION COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

UP-DATING OUR SUCCESS STORIES 
How we continue to live out our U-U principles bringing healing and hope 

 to the larger community. 
 
North Valley Caring Services - More than $600 was donated by the Onion Congregation on 
December 20th for the NVCS “dedicated offering”.  The Onion will be a stop on March 20, 2010 
about Noon for the bicycle riders who are “Peddling for the Cause”.  Cooper Zale is heading up the 
Onion’s involvement in the Bike-a-thon, as well as Chairing the NVCS’s Development Committee.  
If you can ride, or sponsor a rider, please let Cooper know. 
 

East Valley Animal Shelter - The warm blankets and animal clothing recently donated by members 
of the Onion for the animals housed at the EVAS is coming in very handy.  The children’s next field 
trip to the shelter to sponsor more animals for adoption is set for March 7th - all are welcome to join 
us.  The Shelter recently contacted the Onion asking if our children would have time to make an art 
project to display at the Shelter for their Valentine’s Special Adoption Event.  R.E. immediately 
responded by setting aside the time for our children to create the display - which will show that the 
loving care is coming from the hearts of the Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society, the “Onion”. 
 
“We cannot hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own.” - Ben Swetland 
Barbara Vargas 
 
 
 

 
 

VIC Social Concerns and Interfaith Relations Committees 
Co-Sponsor Anti-Torture Workshop in Partnership with SUUS 

  
“Why U.S. Sponsored Torture Still Matters to People of Faith” is the focus of a workshop to be held 
Wednesday evening, February 24, 2010 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Sepulveda Unitarian 
Universalist Society (“The Onion”) located at 9550 Haskell Avenue in North Hills, 91343.  The 
workshop will be led by Virginia Classick, Board Member of the National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture.  It will feature the DVD entitled “Ending US Sponsored Torture Forever”.   
  
Participants may find that they will want to show the DVD and facilitate a brief discussion in their 
own faith communities, and the DVD and other materials will be available for those who might find 
this of interest.  Discussion guides for the DVD are available in the following faith traditions: 
Evangelical Christian, Jewish, Mainline Protestant, Muslim, Roman Catholic, and Unitarian-
Universalist.  Ways in which faith communities can support the 2010 legislative agenda of NRCAT 
will also be provided.   
  
This program is part of a national effort of the National Religious Campaign Against Torture 
(NRCAT) to confront and end all U.S.-sponsored torture, and to build a moral consensus that 
torture is always wrong.   
  
There is no cost to attend the workshop and all are welcome.  For further information visit www.vic-
la.org or contact:  Rhetta Alexander at ralexander@vic-la.org. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Time for Nostalgia 

 
An Evening for remembering 

The Onion being built, Cabarets, Singles, events, 
The People, and the Good times. 

Slide Shows, Potluck and great company 
 

NOSTALGIA SLIDE SHOW CONTRIBUTIONS 
If you can whittle down your snap shots/slides to 6-12, we might be able to include them in a 
collage as part of the slide show, or on poster board on the benches around the Onion.  These 
pictures must all be submitted to Carl Whitman absolutely no later than February 15th.  Thus let 
Mike or Barbara know ASAP if you do have some pictures that you would like us to include.  

 

February Birthdays     1 -Feb – Nathan Anderson 
12- Feb – Donald Harris 

20- Feb – Ann Gibson Lott 
     

UU Young Adults to Gather in Los Angels for Social Justice weekend 
Feb 12-14 2010 

Billed as a call to come out of the sanctuary and move into the heart of the city this 
weekend of community building, reflection and justice seeking is sponsored by the UU 
Legislative Ministry of California and the Pacific Southwest District.  UU young adults 
(ages 18-35) are invited to deepen their faith and build bonds with other UUs in this 
weekend at the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Los Angeles.  More information 
and registration can be found at the ULLMCA web site: http://www.uulmca.org/, or by 
calling 916-441-0018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist 
Society 

Presents: 

    “A Time For Nostalgia”“A Time For Nostalgia”“A Time For Nostalgia”“A Time For Nostalgia”    
    

---- "THE WAY WE WERE" "THE WAY WE WERE" "THE WAY WE WERE" "THE WAY WE WERE"    ––––        

    

Amazing Nostalgia Slide Show Amazing Nostalgia Slide Show Amazing Nostalgia Slide Show Amazing Nostalgia Slide Show 
with fun Commentary & Pot with fun Commentary & Pot with fun Commentary & Pot with fun Commentary & Pot 
Luck Supper Luck Supper Luck Supper Luck Supper ---- Life through the  Life through the  Life through the  Life through the 
years with the Onionyears with the Onionyears with the Onionyears with the Onion---- come  come  come  come 
check out the Skeletons in the check out the Skeletons in the check out the Skeletons in the check out the Skeletons in the 
Onion's Closet.  Onion's Closet.  Onion's Closet.  Onion's Closet.      

Don’t leave the Don’t leave the Don’t leave the Don’t leave the kids at home kids at home kids at home kids at home –––– fun for the whole family. fun for the whole family. fun for the whole family. fun for the whole family.    

    

Sat., March 13, 2010 Sat., March 13, 2010 Sat., March 13, 2010 Sat., March 13, 2010 ---- 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm    
At The OnionAt The OnionAt The OnionAt The Onion    

9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills    



 

 

Fun Page 
 

“Fun Stuff Befitting Singles,  
Mingles & Families”   

     
Wednesday Mornings, Bike Ride & Lunch - 10:00 am 
at Mikey's House. We use the bike path around Lake 
Balboa, then we go out to lunch - it's O.K to just do 
lunch at 12:00 with the "Lunch Bunch" - meet at 
Mike's house  (818) 342-1073 
 

Thursday Nights, Karaoke at Las Hadas – Come join 
us on Thursdays for a fun time and cheer on our 
brave Onion Members.  We meet at 9048 Balboa Blvd. 
(corner of Balboa & Nordhoff) from 5:30 to 10:00 P.M. 
Come sing and dance with us.   
Barbara Vargas (818) 781-7682 

 

Monday, February 01, 2010 - 6:50 pm - Spiritual Unity Movement Full Moon Ceremony in the 
Onion with Keynote Speaker - Laurie Grant, discussing "Ancient Kahuna Healing".  Laurie is a 
teacher of these ancient healing modalities that have inspired countless testimonials of 
"Instant Healings".  Guest musicians - Jahna & Michael Perricone.  Barbara Vargas (818) 781-
7682 
Saturday, February 20th 6:30 pm - Camera Club at Mikey's. The place to enjoy your pictures 
with friends along with the best pot luck dishes that can be had.  Slides and digital picture 
collections are shown.  Sat., February 27, 2010 
Mike Dickson (818) 342-1073  
 

Sat., February  27, 2010 - 7:00 pm - Intimate Concert of Contemporary Jazz with the Bryan 
McAllister Quartet & Special Guest performers.  These young musicians will be performing 
music influenced by various genres including jazz, classical, rock, hip-hop, world music & folk 
song.  Free to youth under 14 with paid adult, $10 Students & Seniors (60+) $15 Gen 
Admission.  Join in this fun FUND Raiser. 
 

Sat., March 13, 2010 - 6:00 pm - "THE WAY WE WERE" - Amazing Nostalgia Slide Show with 
fun Commentary & Pot Luck Supper - Life through the years with the Onion- come check out 
the Skeletons in the Onion's Closet.  $5 plus bring a dish to share.  13 & younger FREE 
 

Beyond February, 2010 - Mond, 03/01/10- 6:50 pm - Spiritual Unity Movement in the Onion; 
Sat., 03/13/10 - 6 pm - A Little Bit of Nostalgia Show and Pot Luck-Onion; Sat., 03/20/10 - NVCS 
Annual Bike-a-thon Rest stop at the Onion-Peddlers for the Cause & Sponsors Needed; Sat., 
03/27/10 - Spiritual Unity Movement in the Onion; Sat., 04/17/10 - Culminating Event for our 
Stewardship Campaign-Onion; Sat., 05/22/10 - Onionaires Annual Spring Concert-Onion; 
Springtime, 2010 - Animal CPR and First Aide sponsored by the East Valley Animal Shelter @ 
The Onion. 
 

Look for "Group Club Information" in an up-coming Fun Page Edition - Movies, Dancing, 
Classes, Concerts, Karaoke & other group outings 
 

Info and Ideas: Barbara Vargas – (818) 781-7682 



 

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist 

Society Presents  

Jazz Concert with Bryan McAllister 
 

Intimate Concert of Contemporary Jazz with the Bryan Intimate Concert of Contemporary Jazz with the Bryan Intimate Concert of Contemporary Jazz with the Bryan Intimate Concert of Contemporary Jazz with the Bryan 
McAllister Quartet & Special Guest performers.  These young McAllister Quartet & Special Guest performers.  These young McAllister Quartet & Special Guest performers.  These young McAllister Quartet & Special Guest performers.  These young 

musicians will be performing music influenced by various musicians will be performing music influenced by various musicians will be performing music influenced by various musicians will be performing music influenced by various 
genres ingenres ingenres ingenres including jazz, classical, rock, hipcluding jazz, classical, rock, hipcluding jazz, classical, rock, hipcluding jazz, classical, rock, hip----hop, world music & hop, world music & hop, world music & hop, world music & 

folk song.  folk song.  folk song.  folk song.      
 

 
 

Saturday Feb 27th,  7 p.m. 
 
 

At The OnionAt The OnionAt The OnionAt The Onion    
    

9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills9550 Haskell Ave. North Hills    
Reservations: (818) 894Reservations: (818) 894Reservations: (818) 894Reservations: (818) 894----9251 9251 9251 9251     
Tickets:…Buy Ticket in advance $10,Tickets:…Buy Ticket in advance $10,Tickets:…Buy Ticket in advance $10,Tickets:…Buy Ticket in advance $10,    

 $15 at the door,$10 Students and Seniors  $15 at the door,$10 Students and Seniors  $15 at the door,$10 Students and Seniors  $15 at the door,$10 Students and Seniors     
Free for youths under 14 with paid adult. Free for youths under 14 with paid adult. Free for youths under 14 with paid adult. Free for youths under 14 with paid adult.     

    
 
 
 
 



 

Sepulveda Unitarian-Universalist 
Society - S.U.U.S 
9550 Haskell Ave. 
North Hills, Ca  91343 
 

 
 

 
 
            Change Service requested

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Time Dated Material, Please deliver by February 1st, 2010 

 
 

Newsletter is published every month. 
        Editor for this edition Mike Dickson 

The next edition's editor is Claudia Hurtz ( MDickson97@aol.com) 
The next newsletter deadline is at Noon Thursday, Feb 18th, 2010 

This is for articles concerning the March 2010’ Edition 
E- MAIL Articles to office@valleyonion.org, or the editor’s E-Mail address. 

       FAX:  (818) 894-2128 or bring it to the Onion and place it in the newsletter box. 
 

 

To request a sample newsletter, order a yearly subscription, or report a change of 
address, please contact the Onion Administrator at 818-894-9251.  

 
Yearly subscriptions are $25. 

Please make checks out to SUUS and mail to the Onion. 
 

  READ THE NEWSLETTER ON THE INTERNET:  www.valleyonion.org 
 

 
President:  Katie Anderson                    Treasurer: Gary Klepser 
Vice President: Teri Ismail    Office Administrator: Ramon Alvarez 
Finance Officer: Craig Anderson Music Director: Leigh Garner 
Secretary: Valerie Thornton  Pianist: Jill Redding 



 
 
 
 


